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Modoc County Children & Families Commission

CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY

Policy Description:  

This policy seeks to assure ethical behavior in 





compliance with California law.
Date Approved:  July 8, 2009 Reviewed:  July 14, 2010; July 13, 2011
Notes/Policy Statement:


It is the intent of this policy to be consistent with the following sections of the Government Code:

· Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code

· Article 4.7 (commencing with Section 1125) of Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code

· Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 87100) of Title 9 of the Government Code

Toward that end, First 5 Modoc is prohibited from entering into a contract if:


(a) The contract or grant directly relates to services to be provided by a 
commissioner or an entity the commissioner represents, or the contract or grant 
financially benefits a commissioner or the entity he or she represents, and


(b) The commissioner fails to recuse himself or herself from making, participating 
in making, or attempting to influence a decision on the grant or grants.

A.  Commissioners are prohibited from making, participating in making, or in any way attempting to use their official position to influence a governmental decision in which they have a financial interest.  Commissioners are required to file disclosure statements upon becoming a commissioner and annually thereafter.  A Commissioner or staff person can determine whether an unlawful economic interest exists by asking him/herself the following questions:

1.  Will the decision affect your personal expenses, income, assets or liabilities, or those of your spouse or dependent children?

2.  Will the decision affect any business in which you, your spouse or dependent children have an investment of at least $1,000?

3.  Will the decision affect any real property (including mortgages, options or leases) in which you, your spouse or dependent children have an interest of $1,000 or more, or any property within 75 feet of your property?

4.  Will the decision affect any person or business that has paid you more than $250, or has paid your spouse more that $500 (including payments of salary, rent, interest, some loans, payments for sale of a house, car or investment, or other types of income) in the last 12 months?

5.  Will the decision affect any business or person that gave or donated more than $300 in cash or goods or other gifts to you in the last 12 months?
6.  Will the decision affect a family member, close friend or other relative such that your judgment may be biased?

7.  Is there any other interest you may have, or other family member or close friend might have, in the outcome of this proposal that your judgment may be biased?

The Commission will receive a checklist for each proposal received with the above questions.  It the answer is “yes” to any of these questions, an economic interest exists which prohibits the Commissioner or staff person from participating in or using his/her position to influence a related decision.  

B.  Commissioners are required to file a Statement of Economic Interest annually with the Modoc County Clerks Office.

C.  Unless an economic interest exists, as defined above (Section A), First 5 Commissioners have only a “remote” interest in contracts made by the Commission to agencies they represent, according to Government Code Section 1091.3 No conflict of interest exists as to a remote interest if the following process is followed.  When the Commission is making a decision to fund an agency a Commissioner represents, the Commissioner shall declare his/her relationship to that agency and recuse him or herself from participating in or using his/her position to influence the decision.

Disclosure Statement:  Each designated officer shall file an annual statement disclosing that officer’s interest in investments, real property and income designated as reportable.

References:

The Political Reform Act, Government Code Section 81000 et.seq.; and Government Code Sections 1090, 1125, and 87100.
